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Purposes of
classes

Drawing on the current methodologies and criticism of speculative
realism, posthuman and new materialist philosophy, object
oriented ontology and ecocriticism, the seminar will examine North
American writers’ engagement with the most urgent issues of the
self-conscious Anthropocene, such as the climate change,
biotechnological advancement, the impact of artificial intelligence
and the crisis of the human-centered onto-epistemologies.

The aims of the seminar include the following:

e To convey knowledge about the main trends and themes in
contemporary North American speculative, climate and science
fiction

e To discuss the historical, sociopolitical, technological, environmental,
philosophical and aesthetic contexts informing contemporary North
American speculative writing

e To convey knowledge related to relevant research methodologies,
theories and critical approaches

e To develop skills of effective application of interdisciplinary
methodologies and theories in an analysis of literary texts

e To develop skills of critical thinking and academic discussion with
the use of advanced research tools and specialized terminology,

e To develop academic presentation skills and research-based team
work




¢ Introduction: Aims and requirements. The genres of sf, eco/cli-fi and
speculative fiction: An overview of the field and selected theoretical
terminology. Introductory texts: Theorizing with literature: H. P.
Lovecraft “The Colour Out of Space”; Ursula K. Le Guin “Vaster

Than Empires and More Slow” — to be read for the first meeting.

¢ Object Oriented Ontology, Ecophenomenology, and the Question of
Memory: Jeff Vandermeer Annihilation.
e The Posthuman Animals: Philip K. Dick Do Androids Dream of

tgi;g'ﬂ?g Electric Sheep?
e Post-Apocalyptic Trauma and the American Southern Ecogothic:
Cormack McCarthy The Road
e The Post-Apocalyptic Kunstlerroman and archive fever: David
Markson Wittgenstein’s Mistress
e Cli-fi dystopia and Homo Faber: Margaret Atwood Oryx and Crake.
e Cli-fi, social justice, and afrofutures: Octavia Butler The Parable of
the Sower
e Seminar debate
Entry Advanced English; the students will be required to read the assigned fiction

requirements

and prepare presentations in formal English

and theoretical texts in English; actively participate in seminar discussions

Learning outcomes

Verification methods:

In terms of knowledge: A person who has completed classes
knows and understands:

Three verification methods:

the achievements of world science in the discipline in which the 1. Graded active
education takes place, as well as the paradigms and directions of participation in
development of this discipline, in a way that enables their creative seminar discussions
and innovative development and their verification within the 50%; the graded
framework of research projects undertaken [E_WO01]; components will

at an advanced level research methodology appropriate for the

include the quality of
the contributions

discipline of science in which education takes place, which allows 2. Graded seminar
for proper selection of research theories and tools and their debate based on the
effective application and modification within the framework of own assigned  material
research [E_WO02] 30% - the graded

components will
fundamental dilemmas of contemporary civilization and the role of include - the
science, especially in the field of education, in solving them. cooperation  within
[E_WO08] the team; the

persuasive and

argumentative skills
of the team; the
value and relevance
of the content; the
quality and style of
the questions and
refutations




3. Graded individual
tasks related to the
discussed theories
and methods (20%)

In terms of skills: A person who has completed classes is
able to:

use knowledge from various disciplines of science to creatively

identify, formulate and innovatively solve complex research

problems or perform advanced research tasks.

In particular, he/she is able to:

— define the objectives and the subject of scientific research,

— formulate research hypotheses,

— develop research methods, techniques and tools and apply
them creatively and effectively,

draw conclusions on the basis of scientific evidence [E_UO01];

effectively retrieve information related to scientific activity from
various sources, including from sources in foreign languages, and
to properly select, critically analyse and interpret this information;
furthermore, he/she is able to assess its relevance for scientific
development [E_U02];

establish and implement scientific cooperation in research teams,
including international ones [E_UOQ7];

transfer the results of scientific activity to the socio-economic
sphere in cooperation with institutions from the social and
economic environment [E_UO08]

In terms of social competences: A person who has
completed classes is prepared to:

critical evaluation of the work in the field of the scientific discipline
within which the education is provided and its own contribution to
the development of this discipline [E_KO1];

fulfilling social obligations as a researcher; initiating actions in
favour of the public interest, inter alia, through appropriate
dissemination of scientific achievements in society. Furthermore,
he/she is ready to take actions leading to the development of civil
society based on knowledge [E_KO03];

thinking and acting in an entrepreneurial way, creating new ideas
and searching - in cooperation with people from other disciplines -
for innovative solutions, as well as taking up challenges and
intellectual risk in the scientific and public spheres and taking
responsibility for the consequences of their decisions [E_KO04];

continuous improvement of professional competence and




personal development, in particular by tracking and analyzing the

latest developments
[E_KO05]

in the represented scientific discipline
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